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More Students Are Prepared for College and Careers through 
Common Core State Standards 

To ensure that all students are prepared for success after graduation and to significantly improve the 
United States’ global competitiveness, governors from both political parties, chief state school officials, 
and community leaders from 48 states worked with top education experts and academics to produce the 
Common Core State Standards. These standards take into account more than 10,000 pieces of feedback 
from individuals, teachers, and organizations. Common Core State Standards are, quite simply, a 
prioritized, clearly stated set of skills that a student must master in each grade level in order to be 
on track to succeed in college-level work. 

These standards are internationally benchmarked and, for the first time in generations, raise the bar for 
American students to the level of their international peers. By supporting higher standards aligned with 
career and college expectations, business leaders are putting students’ full potential first. Adoption of 
Common Core State Standards, which business leaders see as common sense, is one of the most crucial 
education reforms for higher standards of the past decade. The execution of the new standards requires 
the support of business and community leaders, legislators, educators, and parents.

Our education system is falling behind by many measures. On average, more than one million students 
fail to graduate on time each year.1 American students ranked 21st in science and 26th in math, beaten 
out by students in countries such as China, Poland, and Canada.2 In the past 40 years, eighth-grade 
reading scores have improved only negligibly. The consequences of trailing competing nations are 
already resonating in the marketplace and in households. Young Americans ages 25 through 34 rank 
12th in college attainment.3 While young adults around the world are quickly surpassing their parents’ 
education, America’s young people as a whole have merely matched the attainment levels of the 
previous generation by their mid-thirties.4 U.S. employers are taking notice. They have seen a growing 
gap between the skills they need and the skills high school and college graduates have developed. 
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Data supports their claims: in 2012 almost three out of every four graduating high school students weren’t 
adequately prepared for college.5 The number of undergraduates placed in remediation is shocking: half 
of all undergraduates and 70% of community college students must enroll in a remedial course.6 As a result, 
Americans are paying nearly $7 billion annually to learn content they should have mastered in high school.7

Despite evidence of students needing remediation, many states claim high proficiency rates on end-
of-course exams. As a result, for many students, a high school diploma has been an empty promise for 
success. Far too many students received good grades only to fail in college-level work, putting them at a 
significant disadvantage to attain a college degree in an appropriate timeframe. Even as millions of new 
students enroll in postsecondary education, the percentage of young adults receiving a college credential 
has remained relatively flat.8 To ensure our future competitiveness, it is critical that communities act to 
guarantee that all children receive a rigorous, relevant, and quality education that adequately prepares 
them for future success.

The Fordham Institute determined that the new Common Core State Standards were better than the 
existing standards in 37 states for English and 39 states for math.9 Every mathematics society president 
endorsed Common Core, calling it an “auspicious advance in mathematics education.”10 By elevating 
the ground floor across every participating state, Common Core provides clear and consistent guidelines 
on what students should know and be able to do at each grade level, eliminating uneven expectations. 
The math and literacy skills fourth graders are expected to master should be the same if they live in Boise 
or Baltimore. These new standards will give parents a clearer understanding of what their children are 
expected to learn and will help them guide their children’s education. 

In 2013 teachers were overwhelmingly supportive of Common Core, with almost 70% believing that 
the standards would improve their classroom practice and 65% agreeing that the Common Core would 
improve student learning.11 As states integrate the implementation of the standards with other education 
reforms, this percentage has decreased.12 Despite implementation struggles, the majority of teachers still 
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Clearer Goals for the Classroom 
Comparison Between Former Florida 
Standards and New Florida Standards

Seventh Grade Reading Standard 
 
Former Standard: Use a variety of strategies to 
comprehend grade-level text.

New Florida Standard: Trace and evaluate 
the argument and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning is sound 
and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to 
support the claims. 

High School Math Standard 
 
Former Standard: Determine probabilities of 
independent events. Understand and use the 
concept of conditional probability.

New Florida Standard: Use data from a 
randomized experiment to compare two 
treatments; use simulations to decide if 
differences between parameters are significant. 

Source: “Comparing Florida’s Standards: What Makes 
the Common Core State Standards Better for Florida’s 
Students,” Florida Department of Education, 2013.

believe Common Core will improve their students’ 
ability to think critically.13

What Are the Standards?

The English language arts/literacy standards 
challenge students to focus on reading, writing, 
and speaking using evidence from both fiction 
and nonfiction texts. The standards require 
regular practice with complex text and academic 
language across disciplines such as history, science, 
and technical subjects, similar to those they will 
encounter in the workplace. By requiring students 
to practice analytical thinking across disciplines, the 
standards strengthen their ability to think like an 
investigative reporter in a wide variety of subjects. 

The math standards emphasize the need 
for students to develop a strong conceptual 
understanding of mathematics and apply their 
knowledge in a variety of settings. Further, 
the standards require students to justify their 
mathematical application and problem-solving 
approaches—rather than memorize a disconnected 
list of tricks—to deepen their foundational 
understanding of math. To accomplish this, the 
standards focus on the major mathematical topics—
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such as measurement and data, operations, and algebraic thinking—in each grade instead of giving 
students minimal exposure to a vast number of topics. As a result, students will gain strong foundations, 
including solid conceptual understanding, a high degree of procedural skill and fluency, and the ability to 
apply the math they know to solve problems inside and outside the classroom. 
 

Addressing Misconceptions

Numerous misconceptions about Common Core are being put forward by a small but vocal group who 
are concerned about federal intrusion in our public education system. While their concerns are valid, the 
facts do not support these claims. The development of Common Core was state led from its inception, 
and the education community was involved every step of the way. State boards of education (or in some 
cases, the state legislature or state departments of education) have the authority to adopt state education 
standards, often after incorporating public comment. While the procedural process varies from state to 
state, each state independently chose to adopt these standards after an extensive period of open public 
discussion. The federal government incentivized states to adopt college- and career-ready standards as 
an element in the Race to the Top Grant program. However, Department of Education officials were not 
involved in the writing, funding, or development of the standards. 

Common Core sets clearer, more rigorous goals for math and literacy and focuses on the skills that are most 
applicable in higher education and the workplace. There is no additional or invasive data collection, and states 
and school districts maintain complete local control, including the right to develop and choose curricula. By 
clearly stating a more focused set of goals for student learning by grade level, Common Core gives teachers 
and localities more flexibility to be creative and responsive to cultural and community priorities.

The standards have faced an uphill battle of public opinion as these misconceptions gained media 
attention. There has been much political debate, which led 7 states to review the standards and their 
implementation, 2 states to completely abandon them, and more than 25 to rename their standards.14 
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Despite the political battles and concerns about 
implementation, by and large, the standards  
have prevailed and have been kept in place by 
most states. 

Raising the Bar

Because Common Core will challenge schools to 
perform at higher levels, many test scores next 
year—and possibly for the next few years—will 
show a drop in math and reading proficiency. The 
scores are not a critique of past efforts, nor do 
they reflect a decrease in performance. The results 
are a new, more accurate baseline, reflecting 
higher expectations for college and career 
readiness that today’s economy requires. 

As students have more instruction and familiarity 
with the standards, scores will improve. Evidence 
of this exists in states like Kentucky, where the standards have been implemented since 2011. On their 
2014 state assessment, the number of students who were college and career ready increased from 54.1% 
to 62.3%, and the percentage of students achieving proficient and distinguished scores increased in most 
subjects at every grade level.15 The scores on the new tests cannot be compared to those of the past, as 
these tests are engaging students in a whole new way. Only by setting clear benchmarks for states and 
schools can we ensure improvement toward high standards and expectations.

“There is no more worthy cause for 
business leaders than the education of its 
future workforce. The Common Core State 
Standards are a commonsense approach to 
ensuring that our students are prepared to 
succeed in the workforce and in life.” 

Thomas J. Donohue, 
President and CEO, U.S. Chamber of Commerce

“Helping prepare our children to succeed in 
an increasingly fierce global marketplace is 
a goal we should all embrace. As America’s 
business leaders, we stand united in our 
support of the successful implementation of 
the Common Core State Standards.”

Gov. John Engler
President, Business Roundtable 
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Worth the Cost
There is concern that state budgets do not have enough room to cover the costs of the new materials 
and assessments that Common Core requires. In reality, no matter what the standards are, curricula need 
to be developed or purchased, teachers need to be trained, and tests need to measure what students 
are learning. By collaborating with other states to develop the standards and assessments, states can 
save money in the long run. Unless the country is willing to invest in setting higher expectations for our 
students and for our schools, the United States will never have the skilled workforce that is needed. One 
of the key factors that business leaders consider when deciding where to locate is the education level of a 
community’s workforce. Failing to raise the bar and not investing in education will have disastrous effects 
on communities.

Smarter Tests

Just like a business plan, Common Core provides states with a road map to reach the next level of 
student learning while providing teachers the freedom to be innovative in the classroom. To measure 
student learning, states have developed assessments aligned with Common Core. Many states joined 
one of two consortia: the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) 
or the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium. Other states developed their own assessments. The 
majority of the states will administer the assessments in the 2014–2015 school year. However, political and 
technology infrastructure challenges have led some states to review their timelines to determine which 
assessment best fits the needs of their state. Ultimately, these new assessments will enable teachers and 
administrators to pinpoint areas where students have difficulty so they can tailor interventions to best 
improve student performance.

Common Core improves both the quality and rigor of standardized tests. Tests are necessary to gain 
information on whether the standards are working and how well students are performing. Previous tests 
assessed only a small range of basic skills and often provided limited information on student progress. 
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The new tests measure a wider range of higher-level skills and require students to do more than fill in a 
bubble. By using both short- and extended-response questions, educators are better able to determine 
the degree of student comprehension. The tests serve as “academic checkups” and provide teachers, 
students, and parents specific information about students’ strengths and weaknesses in math and 
reading. These include formative tests that can be given at various times throughout the year, providing 
real-time feedback to students and teachers about student progress and areas that need additional 
support. Teachers can fine-tune instruction to where students need the most help, giving everyone a 
chance to improve before taking end-of-year tests. These tests will also be comparable across state and 
international lines, so it will be clear how our students measure up against their peers.

Technological Capacity

While paper versions of state assessments will be available for the next three years, many states are 
scheduled to administer online-only assessments by the 2015−2016 school year. To achieve this goal, 
many districts need better access to high-quality bandwidth in addition to computers and mobile devices 
for the classroom. Sixty-three percent of K–12 schools do not have adequate Internet infrastructure 
to meet current needs for connecting students to digital learning.16 This means that nearly 40 million 
students do not have access to high-speed broadband. Students in rural areas are twice as likely to be 
without high-speed fiber networks.17 

Easy access to reliable, robust, and cost-effective broadband means students can create multimedia 
projects, collaborate on research with students in another state or across the world, take online courses 
not available locally, and develop skills comparable to what they will need in the workplace. Countries 
that are outperforming the United States on international assessments, such as Singapore and Finland, 
provide high-speed Internet connections to all their schools, train teachers in digital learning, and have 
begun phasing out printed textbooks. Meg Whitman, president and CEO of Hewlett-Packard Company, 
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states, “Investing in high-speed broadband infrastructure and wireless network upgrades for schools and 
libraries is an educational necessity and an economic imperative for our country.”18

Business leaders can play a significant role by partnering with state and district education leaders to 
ensure that our schools have access to adequate and equitable Internet. When high-quality Internet is 
available to a school and community, businesses benefit. Business leaders can work with state and district 
leaders to leverage federal and public-private partnership programs in support of a state’s broadband 
needs.They can also advocate for increased funding to provide Internet and technological supports to 
schools and communities.
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Myths and Facts

1. Myth: Common Core-aligned tests just add to the overwhelming number of tests students  
already take.

 Fact: States are designing new formative and summative assessments that measure student learning 
and will replace outdated assessments.

2. Myth: The new tests have been developed by the federal government.
 Fact: The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) and the Smarter 

Balanced Assessment Consortium received funding from the federal government to develop end-of-
course and benchmarking assessments that measure individual student growth and proficiency. States 
maintain the responsibility of developing the assessment items and the freedom to choose a vendor 
that supports their operational platform to administer the tests within their state. 

3. Myth: New tests are “one size fits all.”
 Fact: Just like students who take an Advanced Placement exam, students in the same grade in a state 

will take the same test. However, Common Core-aligned tests will include performance tasks and 
constructed response items, requiring students to demonstrate their research, writing, and problem-
solving skills. Some states are using computer-adaptive testing, which provides educators and parents 
with more information about students’ understanding of topics. 

4. Myth: Common Core creates a national curriculum. 
 Fact: Common Core creates only foundational standards in the subjects of math and English language 

arts. Standards determine what skills a student needs to learn. Curriculum dictates how those skills will 
be taught and is within the complete control of districts, local school boards, and teachers. 
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5. Myth: Common Core exposes children’s private data to the government. 
 Fact: Data collection is at the state level, based on laws completely unrelated to Common Core. 

Implementation of Common Core does not change current practices.19 

6. Myth: Common Core is an overreach by the federal government and a plan to give the Department of 
Education more control. 

 Fact: These new standards were not Washington’s idea, and the federal government was not involved 
in their development. They were commissioned by the National Governors Association and state 
education leaders who acknowledged that the standards in many states were uneven and provided 
students with minimal exposure to topics, not producing the level of learning required to compete in a 
global economy. 
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Frequently Asked Questions

1. Why do we need new tests? 
The old tests were aligned to the old standards. Common Core-aligned tests assess how well 
students can use analytical and critical thinking skills and how prepared they are for college and 
careers. 

2. Why is it important to be able to compare students’ academic performance across schools, districts, 
and states? 
We need a way to ensure that all students are graduating ready to compete within a global economy. 
The new tests help identify achievement gaps within schools and districts so interventions can be put 
into place to help students succeed. 

3. What will the data that is collected be used for? Is it secure? 
States have ownership of their student data, not the testing vendor nor the federal government. The 
state can only share aggregate data (not individual student data) with the federal government if they 
are directed to by state leaders. The privacy policies adhere to the Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act.
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