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Jennifer M. Gerholdt 
Director, Environment Program, US Chamber of Commerce Foundation, 
Corporate Citizenship Center 
 
Jennifer Gerholdt serves as the Director of the Environment Issue Networks 
with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation Corporate Citizenship 
Center (CCC). In her role, Jennifer directs high quality programming for 
business leaders including Shell, FedEx, Microsoft, The Dow Chemical 
Company, Veolia Environment, and MGM Resorts International to maximize 
their positive contributions to address pressing environmental issues, 
including around energy and water use and waste management. 
 
Prior to CCC, Jennifer was Senior Manager of Conservation International’s 

Business & Sustainability Council (BSC), a forum for influential companies including Chevron, Coca-
Cola, Disney, ExxonMobil, McDonald’s, Monsanto, Shell, Starbucks, and Walmart that are committed 
to business and environmental leadership. In her role Jennifer managed corporate partnerships, 
planned and executed BSC’s annual event and oversaw delivery of additional membership benefits, 
and directed BSC marketing and communications efforts. 
 
Prior to Conservation International, Jennifer was the Program Officer with WWF’s Global Forest & 
Trade Network-North America program, working with global companies including Avon, Capital One, 
Domtar, Johnson & Johnson and Tetra Pak on responsible wood and paper sourcing issues. In her 
role, Jennifer assisted these companies in understanding the sources of their forest products, 
developing and implementing responsible purchasing policies, and increasing the proportion of 
credibly certified material in their supply chains. Jennifer also managed special projects and events, 
communications products, research and reporting. 
 
Jennifer holds a Master of Science degree in Environmental Sciences and Policy from The Johns 
Hopkins University, and a Bachelor of Arts degree in Biology from New Mexico State University. 
 
 
 

Stephen Harper 
Global Director, Environment and Energy Policy, Intel Corporation 
 
Stephen Harper is Global Director, Environment and Energy Policy, at the 
Intel Corporation. He also serves as Co-Chairman of the Digital Energy and 
Sustainability Solutions Campaign (DESSC), a coalition of leading IT 
companies and energy efficiency advocacy groups focused on the role of IT 
in driving energy efficiency and sustainability solutions in the US, China and 
India.  Outside Intel, Harper serves on the Board of Directors of the Energy 
Foundation, the Center for Environmental Policy at American University and 
the Chesapeake Conservancy.  Prior to Intel, Harper served in senior 

positions at Amoco Oil Company, the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), ICF Consulting, 
and the California State Coastal Conservancy. Stephen has a Bachelor’s degree from the University 
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of Colorado, where he graduated with highest honors.  He also has a Master’s in International Affairs 
from Princeton University and an MBA from the University of Chicago. 
 
 

Gary Lawrence 
Vice President and Chief Sustainability Officer, AECOM Technology Corporation 
 
Gary Lawrence is Vice President and Chief Sustainability Officer for AECOM 
Technology Corporation (NYSE: ACM), an $8-billion global provider of 
professional technical and management support services. AECOM’s 45,000 
employees — including architects, engineers, designers, planners, scientists 
and management professionals — serve clients in more than 150 countries 

around the world.  In this role, Mr. Lawrence leads AECOM’s sustainability efforts by managing 
AECOM’s extensive resources and skills in sustainability for projects across the enterprise. He is also 
an AECOM spokesperson and thought leader on sustainability issues. During his 30-year-plus career 
in public and private policy and management, his leadership skills have contributed to various global 
initiatives engaging in research and practice to mitigate climate change and adaptation strategies. 
 
About AECOM 
AECOM is a global provider of professional technical and management support services to a broad 
range of markets, including transportation, facilities, environmental, energy, water and government.  
With approximately 45,000 employees around the world, AECOM is a leader in all of the key markets 
that it serves.  AECOM provides a blend of global reach, local knowledge, innovation and technical 
excellence in delivering solutions that create, enhance and sustain the world's built, natural, and 
social environments.  A Fortune 500 company, AECOM serves clients in more than 150 countries and 
had revenue of $8.1 billion during the 12 months ended Dec. 31, 2013.  More information on AECOM 
and its services can be found at www.aecom.com. 

 
Alfonso Martinez-Fonts Jr. 
Executive Vice President, US Chamber of Commerce Foundation and Vice 
President, US Chamber of Commerce 
 
Alfonso “Al” Martinez-Fonts Jr. is a vice president at the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce and the executive vice president of the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce Foundation. 
 
Martinez-Fonts previously was a consultant to the U.S. Chamber as president 
of Alfonso Martinez-Fonts, LLC, a consulting firm specializing in homeland 
security and international issues. He was also affiliated with Adelphi Capital, 
LLC, and Command Consulting Group.  
 

Before that, Martinez-Fonts served as assistant secretary and special assistant to the secretary for 
the private sector at the Department of Homeland Security. He was charged with providing America’s 
private sector with a direct line of communication to the department. Martinez-Fonts worked directly 
with individual businesses and through trade associations and other non-governmental organizations 
to foster dialogue between the private sector and the department. He served under secretaries 
Ridge, Chertoff, and Napolitano. 
 
Earlier in his career, Martinez-Fonts worked for 30 years at JP Morgan Chase and its predecessors, 
Chemical Bank and Texas Commerce Bank. He served as president of Texas Commerce Bank in 
San Antonio. In 2002, he retired as chairman and chief executive officer of JP Morgan Chase in El 
Paso. 
 
During his 30-year tenure in the banking industry, Martinez-Fonts worked in the metropolitan and 
international divisions. He lived and traveled extensively overseas, including managing Chemical 
Bank’s offices in Manila and Mexico City. He was regional manager, based in New York, of 
Chemical’s business in Argentina, Chile, Uruguay, Paraguay, and Bolivia. 
 



 
 

Martinez-Fonts served on many boards, including Project ARRIBA, ACCION International, and 
ACCION USA. He was a member of the Frito-Lay Hispanic/Latino Advisory Board. He also served on 
the Fannie Mae Advisory Board and the American Bankers Association Communications Council. He 
was chairman of The Greater San Antonio Chamber of Commerce, The Greater El Paso Chamber 
Foundation, and president of The American Chamber of Commerce in Mexico City. He was the 1995 
recipient of The National Conference of Christians and Jews Humanitarian Award. Martinez-Fonts 
currently serves on the boards of the Safe America Foundation and Recall Infolink.  
 
Martinez-Fonts received his undergraduate degree in political science from Villanova University in 
1971, where he serves on the Alumni Association Board. He received his M.B.A. in finance from Long 
Island University in 1974. Martinez-Fonts was born in Havana, Cuba, and is fluent in Spanish. 
 

Howard Passell 
Ecologist, Earth Systems Analysis Department, Sandia National Laboratories 
 
Howard Passell is an ecologist in the Earth Systems Analysis Department at 
Sandia National Laboratories in Albuquerque, New Mexico. His work focuses 
on sustainability and resource management projects associated with water, 
energy, and food resources, with an emphasis on the links between those 
resources and ecosystems, demographics, economics, public health, 

governance, and security. Dr. Passell’s work has involved resource monitoring, modeling, 
management, capacity-building, and policy-related projects at various scales in the US, Central Asia, 
the Middle East, and North Africa. Of special interest is the relationship between resources, 
population, ecosystems, and human security. His undergraduate studies were in classical literature 
and the liberal arts, including two years at St. John’s College in Santa Fe, NM. He has worked as a 
journalist, photographer, ski patroller, river guide, and instructor/course director for the Colorado 
Outward Bound School. He lived and worked for two and half years in Indonesia, including a year at 
the Orangutan Research and Conservation Project in the rainforest of Borneo, and a year and a half 
as founding program director at Pusat Pelatihan Tanjung Batu, an Outward Bound spinoff in Sumatra. 
Dr. Passell earned his master’s and doctorate degrees in conservation biology and hydrogeoecology 
at the University of New Mexico, and currently experiments with the water-energy-food-ecosystem 
nexus on his small farm in the Middle Rio Grande Valley. 
 

 
Bluford Putnam 
Chief Economist and Managing Director, CME Group 
 
Blu Putnam is the Chief Economist and Managing Director at CME Group, 
the operator of futures and options exchanges, including the Chicago 
Mercantile Exchange, the Chicago Board of Trade, the New York Mercantile 
Exchange, and COMEX. Blu has over 35 years of experience in the financial 
industry, ranging from central banking to investment research to portfolio 
management. Blu regularly publishes research reports on the global 
economy and markets, and he is a frequent commentator on Bloomberg TV, 
CNBC, and other media. Blu earned his Ph.D. in economics from Tulane 
University in New Orleans, and his B.A. from Florida Presbyterian College 

(later renamed Eckerd College) in St. Petersburg, Florida. He has five books on international finance 
and portfolio management to his credit as well as many academic and business press articles. Over 
his career, he has published in such journals as The American Economic Review, the Journal of 
Finance, and the Journal of Applied Corporate Finance, among others. 
 
 
 

 

  


