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The Resilient City 

• A Resilient City can take “the Punch” of an event and 

through preparedness and the impromptu response of 

those affected, recover quickly.  

• The Goal is to save the people, their neighborhoods, 

their cultural heritage and their local economy. 

• Earthquake Professionals have a contribution to make 

to every aspect. 



Basis 

The Resilient City: 

Defining what San Francisco needs from its  

seismic mitigation policies  

Before the Disaster, Response, Recovery 

 

Now being incorporated in Resilient SF 



Earthquake Resilient Communities 

Requires a Holistic Approach 

• Physical Resilience is the foundation 

• Human Resilience is the engine  

• Addresses the Social needs   

• Integrated with urban design 

• Organized to overcome Institutional and governance 

constraints  

• Identifies financial resources including incentives 

• Environmental sustainability is a parallel goal         



Preparing to Recover 
 

• Focus on resilience in the context of disaster planning 

and recovery. 

• Establish performance goals for the “expected” 

earthquake that supports the definition of resilience 

• Define transparent performance measures that help 

reach the performance goals 

• Develop a holistic Implementation Plan that 

includes, public education, governance and mitigation. 



Public Education 

Human Resilience: Knowing what may happen, how 

to respond, and deciding to “tip-in” and contribute to the 

recovery 

• Understand the earthquake potential 

• Understand what will happen to their homes, 

neighborhoods, jobs, and businesses 

• Have plans to respond immediately and for long term 

recovery 

• Be supported by an organized governance structure 



Phase Time  Condition of the built environment 

I Weeks Initial response and staging  

  for reconstruction 

II Months Workforce housing restored –  

  Workforce ready to work   

  Ongoing social needs have  

  been met 

III Years Long term reconstruction 

Infrastructure Performance Goals for the  

“Expected” Earthquake 

Mitigation 



Governance 

Address Issues encountered during recovery  

• Transition from the emergency to recovery before the 

return to normal 

• Budgeting and planning decisions 

• Code applicable to reconstruction 

• Reconsider land use planning priorities  

• Coordinate efficient use of NGO’s 

• Identify financial tools and expedite availability 

 

 

 


